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AIR FREIGHT:
The air movement throughput in the past year, as you may be aware from the media, is a recorded performance, amounting to 220,828 tonnes, and in contrast to that in 2003, there is a growth of 79,605 tonnes, an increase of 56.37%. This is a very encouraging phenomenon which has cited the high efficiency and good facilities of Macau airport.

 

In order to maintain the continuity of such a growth in the years ahead, the Logistics industry must work harder to push up the figure with maximum strength. For this particular reason, our Association considers besides our dedicated efforts, the Macau SAR Government must harmonize with the industry to step forward and coordinate. On top of building new cargo logistics centre to cope with the fast-growing cargo 

volume, the SAR Government must open the skies to induce more airlines entering into service in the Macau airport, thereby offering more competitive freight tariff and incentives in the market to the shippers and the logistics companies so that they may have more choices to make when using air service.

 

As to the performance which we have achieved in 2004, we should not be complacent, because the conditions of our neighbouring airports are being streamlined and improved to strive for more supports from the market. Very soon in the future, we might be eliminated from the play, if we fail to continue being well-conditioned 

and being well-armed to improve.

 

From 2005 onward, the market has changed much, following the removal of textiles export quotas, and under no umbrella-protected system, the manufacturers must uplift their quality but down cost their production in an effort to sharpen their competitiveness to win orders for execution.  In consequence, the outlook of the logistics industry very much counts on the ability of the manufacturers to strive for orders. We are in fact being put in a passive position; however, to keep survive in the industry, we have no other alternative but eye the China market. 

 

Under the CEPA conditions, the businessmen of Hong Kong and Macau in the logistics industry, can take advantage of the potential China market to accelerate forward for better development.  CEPA not only provides favourable conditions for the market development of the logistics industry, but also creates more and wider business opportunities to push the integration of cooperation among the cargo people of China, Hong Kong and Macau. This may be a new milestone of economical cooperation among the 3 regions.
 

SEA FREIGHT:
The statistics showed that there was a 2-digit growth in movement of cargo by sea, including export, import and transhipment, although all the cargoes have to be shipped via Hong Kong harbour. The total throughput of movements in 2004, amounted to more than ninety thousand TEUS, and in view of the booming economical development in the gaming industry which is the dragon-head one, leading the growth in economy, the outlook of cargo movements by sea in the years ahead, is rather optimistic and will indicate a surging trend.

 

 
AIRPORT FACILITIES AND ITS DEVELOPMENT:
The innovatively promulgated trading laws which were passed 2 years ago, not only greatly simplify the customs formalities but also uplift the efficiency in cargo operations, thereby inducing the interest of more international logistics companies to set up their branch offices in Macau, and taking advantage of the trading platform to 

bridge the market of China in Zhuhai and its neighbourhood.  Besides, the following facilities are thus streamlined to benefit the logistics operators:

 

1)  The storage of transhipment cargo in Macau can be extended from 15 days to 180 
     days, and can be further renewed for one more time.

 

2)  Anyone with business registration license is allowed to declare import and export 
     customs formalities, except dutiable and restricted goods.

 

3)  The Customs Authority has given its commitment of service to applicants to 
     complete its approval within 20 minutes via EDI sysem.

 

4)  The Civil Aviation Authority has adopted high flexibility in service commitment 
      by approving the chartered flight application of landing and take-off not later than 
      72 hours.

 

5)  The Macau international airport company is underway to build a new cargo 
      logistics centre to cope with the fast-growing cargo volume in an attempt to
     develop itself to be one of the aircargo hub in the South China region. It is 
     expected that the centre will be completed in the early of 2006 and the facilities 
will comprise:
     a)  electronic trading system network

     b)  offices for forwarders / logistics companies to lease

     c)  space for bonded warehousing 

     d)  stationing of customs authority to carry out its duty

     e)  space facility for palletized operations 

 

It is believed that after the completion of the centre, the attractiveness and facilities of Macau airport will be further uplifted to fortify its position to be one of the important cargo hubs, and in addition, it could also provide good opportunities for the industry from other parts of the world, to synergize their efforts to progress, using Macau

airport as a bridge to move cargo in and out China. 
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